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To the PRINTER 


SIR; 


F the fubfequent hiftorical detail fhould merit your approba- 
tion, I defire you will give it a place in your Weekly Enter- 
tainer. 
I an, Sir, 
Your obliged correfpgndent, 
W. KITE. 
Stockland, Dorfet, Fanuary 14, 1783. 





THE following narfation, I think, cannot fail of giving an 
Englifhman very pleafing reflections on our own happy conffitus 
tion, which. ‘fo effectually preferves and fecures to every perfor 
whatever ought to be precious and dear to him}; and may at 
the fame time excite in its readers a juft and reafonable abhor- 
tence and indignation againft {uch as avowedly and dire&tly en- 
deavour to compais its deftruction ; or more covertly purfue the 
fame project by broaching fuch do@rines arid maxims, or incul- 
cating fuch principles, as in effect tend thereto. And a experi+ 
ence and éxample hath generally a greater and more potent in- 
fluence on the grofs of mankind than the moft rational and judi- 
cious precept or admonition, this narrative is intended to fet 
forth an imperfeét view of the blefings w¢ enjoy under the Bri- 
Vou. I, 8, x tith 
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tith government, by defcribing the miferable eftate of thofe poor 
people who haye.the .misfortune to be born, or refide within the 
dominions of a prince pofieffed of an arbitrary or defpotic fway; 
who, having no law but the (ufually wayward) will of a tyrant to 
confide in, have, confequently, no property or privilege at all, 
but what are precarious at leaft ; no, not their very lives can 
they call their own. This, then, [ fhall endeavour to do, by 
giving a faint fketch of the iron reign of Muley Ithmael, em. 
peror. of Moracco, who died about fixty-nine years fince ; 2 
prince of excellent natural “endowments, (if we nray ~credit 
juch as have written concerning him,) had they not been ren- 
dered ufelefs, and ineffeétual to the good of his people, by the 
notion of that power which they afersbed to him. 
Foreign enyoys,, who have given. ap account of their audi- 
encés, delcribe this man~ mouhfed on hotfeback, in an open 
court, with feveral of his alcaydes, or governors of provinces, 
about him, ftanding bare-foot, trembling, and bowing to thé 
earth, and, at every word he {poke, breaking out into paffionate 
exclamations of praife, as, “* Great is the wifdom of our lord 
the king ! Our lord the king {peaks as an angel trom heaven !” 
Happy was the man among them, who was fo much a favou- 
rite as to be fent on an errand to the remoteft ftreet in his capi- 
tal ; which he performed with the greateft alacrity, ran through 
every puddle that lay in his way, and took care to return ‘ont of 
breath, and covered with dirt, that he might fhew himfelf-4 
diligent and faithful minifter. His majefty, at the fame time, 

to exhibit the greatnefs of ‘his power, and fhew his horfeman- 
fhip, feldém difmiffed the foreigner from his prefence, until he 
had entertained him with the flaughter of two or three of -his 
liege fubjeéts, whom he very dexteroufly put to death with the 
tilt of his lance. 

St, Olon, the French envoy, teils us, that when he had his 
laft- audience of him, he received him in robes juft ftained with 
an. execution ;, and that he was covered with blood up to his el- 
bows by acouple of Moors, whom he liad been butchering with 
his own imperial hands. By the calculation of that author, and 
many others who have fince given an accont of his exploits, 
we may reckon that with his own arm he flew above forty thou- 
fand of his fubjeéts. To render. himfelf the more awful, he 
chofe to wear a garb of a particular colour, when he was bent 
upon executions 5 fo that when he appeared in yellow, his great 
men hid themfelves in corners, and durit not pay their court to 
bim, until he had fatiated his thirft for blood by the deaths of 
fome of his loyal commoners, or of fuch unwary officers of ftate 


as chanced to come in his way. 
Upon 
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Upon this account, we are told, the fir news enquired after 
every morning at Mequinez, was, whether the emperor was ftir- 
ring, and in a good or bad humuur ? 

As this prince was a great admirer of architecture, and em- 
ployed many thoufands in works of that kind, if he did not 
approve of the pian, or the performance, it was ufual for him 
to fhew the delicacy of his tafte by demolifhing the building, 
and putting to death all who had a hand init, I have not 
read or heard but of one inftance of his mercy, which was 
fhewn to the mafter of an Englifhvefftl, This our countryman 
prefeated him with a curious hatchet, which he received ert 
gracioufly ; and afking him whether it had a goad edge, trie 
it firft upon the donor, who flipping afide from the blow, 
efcaped with the lofs of only his rght: ear: for old Muley, 
upon fecond thoughts, confidering that it was not one of his 
own fubjects, ftopped his hand, and would not fend’a mifbeliever 
to paradife. 

We mutt not quit this article of his tendernefs for the lives of 
his people, without mentioning one of his queens, whom he 
was remarkably fond of, as alfo a favourite prime minifter, who 
was very deartohim. The firft died of a kick of ‘her lord the 
king, when fhe was big with child : the other was baftinadoed 
to death by his majeity ; who repenting of the drubbing he had 
given him, when it was too late, to manifeft his efteem for the 
memory of fo worthy a man, executed the furgeon who could 
not cure him. 

This abfolate monarch was as notable a guardian of the far- 
tunes as of the lives of his fubjects. When any man among 
his people grew rich, in order to keep him from being ganger- 
ous to the ftate, he ufed to fend for all his goods and chattles, 
His governors and provinces, who formed themfelves after the 
examp'c of their grand monarch, practifed rapine, violence, ex- 
tortion, and all the arts of defpotic government, in their refpec- 
tive difiricts, that they might be the better enabled to make 
him their yearly prefents : for the greateft of his viceroys could 
only propofe to himfelf a comfortable fubfiftence out of the 
plunder of his province, and was in certain danger of being re- 
called or hanged, if he did not remit the bulk of it to his dread 
fovereign. ‘That he might make a right ufe of thefe prodigi- 
ous treafures, which flowed in to him from all parts of his wide 
empire, he took care to bury them under ground, by the hands 
of his moft trufty flaves, and then cut their throats as the moft 
effectual method to prevent a difcovery. ‘Thefe were his ways 
and means for raifing money, by which he weakened the hands 
of the factious ; ‘at is any cafe of emergency, could employ 

re the 
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the whole wealth of his empire, which he had thus amaffed toy 
gether in his {ubterraneous exchequer. ; 

4s there is no fuch thing as property under an arbitrary go- 
vernment, we may learn Muley [fhmael’s notion of it from the 
following ftory :—Being upon the road amidft his life-guards, a 
little before the time of the ram-feaft, he met one of his al- 
caydes at the head of his fervants, who were driving a great 
flock of fheep to market. The emperor afked whofe they were ? 
The alcayde anfwered, with profound fubmiffion, ‘‘ They are 
mine, O Ifhmael, fon of Elcheif, of the line of Haffan.”— 
** Thine! thou fon of a cuckold, (anfwered the tyrant,) I 
thought I had been the only proprietor in this country.” Upon 
which he ran him through the body with his lance, and very pi- 
oufly diftributed the fheep among his guards, for the celebretion 
of the feaft. His determinations of juftice between man and 
man were indeed very fummary and decifive, and generally put 
an end to the litigations and vexations of a law-fuit, by the ruin 
both of the plaintiff and defendant. 

Travellers have recorded fome famples of this kind, which 
may give us fome idea of the bleffings of his adminiftration.— 
One of his alcaydes complained to kim of a wife, whom he re- 
ceived from his majefty’s hand, and therefore could not divorce 
her, that fhe ufed to pull him by the beard. ‘The emperor, tore- 
drefs this grievance, ordered his beard to be plucked up by the 
roots, that he might not be liable to any more fuch affronts. 

A country farmer having accufed fome of his negro guards 
for robbing him of a drove of oxen, the emperor readily thot the 
offenders ; but afterwards, demanding reparation of the accufer 
for the lofs of fo many brave fellows, and finding him infolvent, 
compounded the matter with him, by taking away his life. 

We muft obferve under this head, that the only good thing 
he is celebrated for, during his whole reign, was the clearing of 
the roads and highways of robbers, with which they were very 
much infefted, But his method was to flay man, woman, and 
child, who lived within a certain diftance from the place where 
the robbery was committed. ‘This extraordinary’ piece of juf- 
tice could not but have its effect, by making every road in his 
empire unfafe for the profeffion of a free-bovter. 

We mutt not omit this emperor’s reply to Sir Cloudefly Sho- 
yel, who had taken feveral of his fubjects, by way of reprifal 
for the Englifh captives that were detained in his dominions. 
Upon the admirai’s offering to exchange them on very advan- 
tageous terms, this good emperor fent him word, the fubje¢ts he 
had taken were poor men, not worth the ranfoming, and that he 
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might throw them over-board, or deftroy them otherwife, as he 
We onan this account, which is carefully extracted from 
fome of the beft authorities, let us only obferve that Muley was 
a great admirer of his moft chriftian majetty. In a letter to 
him, he compliments him with the title of fovereign arbiter of 
the actions and wills of his people. He often compared him- 
felf to the king of France, who, he faid, was the only perfon 
who knew how to reign like himfelf, and to make his will the 
rach was the government of Muley Ithmael, the fervant of 
God, the emperor of the faithful, who was courageous in the 
way of the lord, the noble, the good. 





Copy of a Letter from Count De VerGennes io General Wasu- 
INGTON, dated at Verfailles the 29th of July, 1782. Taken 
from Rivincton’s New-York Royal Gazette, dated De- 
cember 30. 


SIR, 


T is not in quality of a king, the friend and ally of the 

United States, tho’ with the knowledge and confent of his 
majefty, that I now have the honour to write to your excellency. 
It is as a man of fenfibility, and a tender father, who feels all 
the force of paternal love, that I take the liberty to addrefs to 
your excellency my earneft. folicitations in favour of a mother 
and family in tears. Her fituation feems the more worthy of 
notice on our part, as it is to the humanity of a nation at war 
with her own, that fhe has recourfe for what fhe ought to re- 
ceive from the impartial juftice of her own generals. 

I have the honour to enclofe your excellency a copy of a let- 
ter lady Afgill has juft wrote to me. Iam not known to her, 
nor was I acquainted that her fon was the unhappy victim, def- 
tined by lot to expiate the odious crime that a former denial of 
juftice obliges you to revenge. Your excellency will not read 
this letter, without being extremely affected; ic had that eff2& 
upon the kirg, and upon the queen, to whom [ communicated 
it. The goodnefs of their majetties hearts induce them to de- 
fire that the inquictudes of an unfortunate mother may be 
calmed, and her tendernefS re-affured. I feel, Sir, that thefe 
are cafes where humanity itfelf exacts the moft extreme rigour ; 
perhaps the one now in queftion may be of the number: but 
allowing reprifals to be juit, it is not lefs horrid bp thofe who are 
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the victims ; and the character of your excellency is too well 
known for me not to be perfuaded that you defire nothing more 
than to be able to avoid the difagreeabie neceflity. 

There is oneconfideration, Sir, which, though it is not deci- 
five, may have an influence upon your refolution. Captain Af 
gill is doubtlefs your prifoner, but he is among thofe whom the 
arms of the king contributed to put into your hands at York- 
Town. Although this circumftance does not operate as a fafe- 
guard, it however juftifies the intereft I permit myfelf to take 
in this affair. If it is in your power, Sir, to confider and have 
regard to it, you will do what is-very agreeable to their majef- 
ties: the danger of young Afgill, the tears, the defpair of his 
mother, affect them fenfibly, and they will fee with pleafure the 
hope of confolation fhine out for thofe unfortunate people. 

In feeking to deliver Mr. Afgill from the fate which threatens 
him, I am far from engaging you to feek another victim ; the 
pardon, to be perfectly fatisfactory, muft be entire. I do not 
imagine it can be produétive of bad confequences. If the Eng- 
lith general has not been able to punifh the horrible crime you 
complain of in fo exemplary a manner as he fhould, there is 
reafon to think he will take the moft efficacious meafures to pre- 
vent the like in future. 

I fincerely with, Sir, that my interceflion may meet fuccefs.: 
the fentiment which dittates it, and which you have not ceafed 
to manifeft on every occafion, affures me that you will not be in- 
different to the prayers and to the tears of a family which has 
recourfe to your clemency through me. It is rendering homage 
to your virtue to implore it. 

I have the honour to be, with the moft perfect confidera- 
tion, Sir, 

Your’s, &c. 


(Signed) DE VERGENNES. 


Copy of a Letter from Lady Asciii to ComTeE DE VERGENNES, 
dated London, July 18, 1782. 
SIR, 

1 F the politenefs of the French court will permit an applica- 
cation from a ftranger, there can be no doubt but one in which 
all the tender feelings of an individual can be interefted, will 
meet with a favourable reception from a nobleman whofe cha- 
raéter does honour not only to his own country, but to human 
nature. The fubject, Sir, on which I prefume to implore your 
affiftance, is too heart-piercing for me to dwell on ; and coms 
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mon fame has, moft probably, informed you of it; it therefore 
renders the painful tafk unneceffary. My fon, an only fon, as 
dear as he is brave, amiable as he is deferving to be fo, only 
nineteen, a prifoner under articles of capitulation of York- 
Town, is now confined in America, an. object of retaliation. 
Shall.an innocent fuffer for the guilty !—Reprefent to yourfelf, 
Sir, the fituation of a family under thefe circumftances, fur- 
rounded, as I am, by objects of diftrefs—diftratted with fear 
and grief—no words can exprefs my feelings, or paint the fcene. 
My hufband, given over by his phyficians, a few hours before 
the news arrived, and notin a ftate to be informed of the mif- 
fortune—my daoghter feized with a fever and delirium, raving 
about her brother, and without one interval of reafon, fave to 
hear heart-alleviating circumftances. Let your feelings, Sir, 
faggeft and plead for my inexpreffible mifery. A word from 
you, like a voice from heaven, will fave us from diftraction and 
wretchednefs. I am well informed general Wathington reveres 
your charatter ; fay but to him, you with my fon to be releafed, 
and he will reftore him to his diftraéted family, and render him 
to happinefs. My fon’s virtue and bravery will juitify the deed. 
His honoar, Sir, carried him to America. He was born to af- 
fluence, independence, and the happieft profpecéts. Let me 
again fupplicate your goodnefs ; let me refpecfully implore 
your high influence in behalf of innocence, in the caufe of juf- 
tice, of humanity ; that'you would, Sir, difpatch a letter to ge- 
neral Wafhington, from France, and favour me with a copy of 
it, to be fent from hence. I ay fenfible of the liberty I take in 
making this requeft; but I am fenfible, whether you comply 
with it or not, you will pity the diftrefs that fuggefts ; your hu- 
manity will drop a tear on the fault, and effaceit. I will pray 
that heaven may grant you may never want the comfort it is 
your power to beitow on ASGILL. 





THE JEALOUS HUSBAND: 
A Morat TatLek. 


F all the paffions which agitate the haman breaft, perhaps 

that of jealoufy is the moft eafily excited, and allayed 

with the molt difficulty. To the jealous, “ trifles, light as air, 

are confirmations ftrong as proofs of holy writ ;” and, ‘* to be 
once in doubt, is once to be refolved.” 

Colonel Taplow was the fon of a gentleman of refpectable 

family, but very {mall fortune ; who pofitfled a place in one of 
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the public offices, which barely enabled him to preferve an ap- 
pearance {uited to his birth, and provide for. the education of his 
fon in fach a way as might qualify him to buitle in the world, 
and acquire that competency which it was not in his power to 
leave him. 

Nor was this an ill-judged precaution; for, before youn 
Taplow had reached his fifteenth year, he loft his father ; a 
his mother, himfelf, and a fifter ten years younger, were left in 
a fituation of difficulty bordering on diitrefs. 

As it was now impoflible for him to purfue his ftudies in the 
line which had been intended by his father, he embraced an op- 
portunity, which offered within a year after his death, of taking 
a voyage to the Eaft-Indies, in a fhip of which his uncle on the 
mother’s fide was captain, and who promifed to patronize him, 
if he fhould find a {fea-life agreeable.to him. But on the re- 
turn of this gentleman, Mrs. Taplow had_ the mortification to 
learn that her fon bad quitted the thip foon after its arrival at 
Bengal ; thatall enquiries after him had been fruitlefs, and that 
his uncle apprehended he muft have retired into the interior 
partof that country, in order to engage in the fervice of one of 
thofe chiefs who were then contending with.each other for that 
power and territory of which they were uiurpers, but which, in 
reality, belonged to their mafter, the Great Mogul ; and as Mrs. 
‘Taplow heard nothing of her fon during the whole ten years 
which fhe outlived her hufband, fhe concluded he had either 
fallen a facrifice to the inclemency of the climate, or to the 
quarrels in which he was feppofed to have engaged. 

And, indeed, the truth was, that young Taplow, who exceed- 
ingly difliked the life of a feaman, and perhaps was difgufted at 
the manners and difpofition of his uncle, neither of which were 
remarkably mild or gentle, had accidentally been noticed by a 
Britifh officer, who bad acquired rank ‘and fortune in the fervice 
of one of the princes of the country ; and having recom- 
mended himfelf to his new acquaintance by the {prightlinefs of 
his converfation, and the elegance of his manners, he offered 
him his intereft, and urged kim to accompany him in his return 
to his command, where he promifed to procure him an immedi- 
ate appointment, and future promotion. 

Toa youth of enterprizing {pirit, and lively difpofition, fuch 
an offer muft be highly acceptable: but as he knew the plan 
would be oppofed by his uncle, who intended him for a mari- 
time employment, he chofe to embrace it without confulting 
that relation ; and his patron having tendered him pecuniary 
affiftance, he left the fhip without taking leave, and entered on 
his new profeflion. 

Nor 
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Nor was he deceived in his expetations of advancing his for- 
tune, and gratifying his ambition in his military career. Before 
he had reached thirty, he had attained the command of a regi- 
ment of feapoys; and had acquired a fum of money which, 
though not equal in amount to the enormous treafures of fome 
modern Indian hunters, was competent to his wifhes, and pro- 
mifed him fafficient enjoyment of all the pleafures of life, un- 
allayed by the reflection of having plundered provinces, or in- 
jared a fingle individual. 

During the firft part of his refidence in the Eaft-Indies, he 
wrote many letters to his mother ; but as the had retired into 
the country foon after his departure from England, they never 
reached her ; and as he received no anfwers, he concluded that 
both his mother and fifter had paid the debt of nature ; an ap- 
prehenfion which they had entertained refpe€ting him from the 
moment of his uncle’s return, 

On his arrival in his native country, he commenced an en- 
quiry after cthefe dear relations with the utmoft folicitude and 
earneftnefs; but he was unable to obtain any farther intelli- 
gence concerning them, than that they had left their London 
habitation upwards of a dozen years, and immediately after the 
death of a very particular friend of his late father, who he knew 
had affifted his mother in the management of her affairs ; but 
to what part of the kingdom they had removed, or who had 
fince tranfacted their little bufinefs, he was wholly unable to dif- 
cover. 

Difappointed in his hopes of —— the advancing age 
of his mother, and making a provifion for his fifter, whofe for- 
tune he knew would be extremely flender, he determined to look 
out for an agreeable matrimonial connection ; and in the mean 
time he purchafed a houfe in town, and formed fuch an eftab- 
lihment as was fuited to his fortune, and the rank he held in 
life. 

After remaining about a year in this fituation, his choice ftill 
unfixed, a brother officer in the eaft invited him to pafs a few 
days with him at a villa which he had purchafed within half a 
day’s journey of the metropolis ; and in his return from this 
vifit, in a poft-chaife and four, attended by two fervants on 
horfeback, he was overtaken, about fifteen miles from town, by 
one of thofe dreadful tempefts which are feldom felt in this mo- 
derate climate. 

The wind blew a perfect hurricane, the rain defcended in 
torrents, the thunder rolled mott tremendoufly, and the pitchy 
darknefs of the night was — interrupted by the repeated 
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flathes of lightening which ferved to render the returning 
gloom more horrible. 

The ftorm feemed rather to gain ftrength than to diminith, 
when the carriage reached the middie of a large common ; and 
ftopping faddenfy, one of the fervants came up to the fide of 
it, and acquainted his mafter that his drivers would not venture 
to go on, as they had loft the road, and one of them recollected 
that the common they were on was full of gravel-pits, and that 
the impetuofity of the winter torrents had worn deep and dan. 
gerous gulphs in feveral parts of it. 

Toa man, the greater part of whofe life had been {pent in 
the tented field, a Fidigulty like this could occafion no perturba. 
tion of mind. On the receipt of this information, colonel 
Taplow direfted his eyes round the common, and foon difco- 
vered alight at a diflant part of it; towards which he diretted 
his fervants to proceed, ordering the horfemen to alight by 
turns, and walk before the horfes, which were to draw the chaife 
gently after this harbinger, and {top upon his giving notice of 
any obitruction. 

In this manner they proceeded without danger, ’till they ap. 
proached the light, which they now difcovered to be in an ele- 
gant houfe, fituated on the edge of the common. 

Though this was not a moment for ceremony, yet colonel 
Taplow well knew he could better apologize for his intrufion in 
ferfon, than by meflage ; he therefore leaped from the carriage, 
and flew acrof$ a {mall green, which was feparated from the 
common by pofts and a chain, intending to folicit thelter for 
himfe'f, his equipage, and his fervants, during the continuance 
of the tempeft, 

But as he drew near the door of the houfe, his ears were in- 
vaded with fuch piercing female fhrieks, as fet the ftorm at de« 
fiance, and added horror to the tumults of the night. 

tis folicitude to obtain admiffion now changed its obje& : no 
longer anxious to procure a retreat from the form, eagernefs to 
afford afliitance to difrefs prompted him to thunder at the door, 
not in the flue of a fupplicanc for fhelter, but of an avenger of 
injuries ; and a fecond powerful application to the knocker 
fucceedinig the firit almoft initantly, the door opened, and an el- 
derly, fervant in livery demanded of colonel ‘l'aplow his bufi- 
nels. 

But the colonel was not ina humour to hold a parley ; the 
fhrieks ftill continued ; and rufhing by the fervant, he followed 
the founds, which led him, through a large hall, to the door of 
a parlour, which he opened without heiitation, and even, at 
frit, unperceived by a@ genteel looking, middle-aged man, wha 
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was brutally engaged in making repeated blows with a whip at 
a young and beautiful lady. 

Thus mterrupted, the enraged affailant turned to his unwel- 
come gueft, and, with fury in his coantenatce and voice, de- 
manded of him, if he was one of thofe daring gallants who had 
invaded the honour of his bed, and made a prize of his wife’s 
virtue. 

The tale was now unfolded, and our.adventurer.was about to 
reply to the infataated hafband in fuch termé as might have dff- 
armed his wrath,- and reftored him to reafon and a fenfe of his 
unworthy conduct; when he caft his eyes on the lady, ‘vho had 
fainted, and now lay proftrate on the floor, without life or mos 
tion. 

At this moment two of the colonel’s fervants (who had alfa 
liftened to the cries, and, apprehenfive for the fafety of their 
mafter, had returned to their horfes, taken their piftols from 
their holfters, and demanded admiffion in terms which would 
pot bear refufal,) had reached the parlour, the door of which 
fill remained open ; and they were no fooner obferved by co- 
loneI Taplow, than he ordered them to deliver their arms to 
him, and to bear the lady to the chaile ; a fervice which was 
immediately performed, their retreat being covered by the co- 
lonel : and the lady being placed in the carriage, the owner of 
it followed ; and, in fpite of the outcries and menaces of the 
hufband and his fervant, neither of whom chofe to make ma- 
uual oppofition, he ordered his drivers to follow. the road. which 
led f:ont the houfe, no matter whither, and carried.off his fair 
pride, who was ftill in a fituation which rendered her wholly 
unconfcious of this difpofition. 

As the florm was now abated, they foon regained the great 
road ; and the lady having recovered from her fainting fit, the 
colonel found means to prevail on her not to oppofe accompa- 
ying him to the town, whither he ordered his fervants to cons 
du& them as faft as the horfes could gallop, 

‘Mean time the aftonifhed hufband, whom we fhall hereafter 
mention by the name of Mr. Marwood, ordered his horles to 
be got ready ; and difpatching his fervant one road, proceeded 
himielf another, im hopes at leaft to trace, though he could not 
expect to ftop, the fuppofed plunderer of his honour, and the 
actual robber who had carried off his property. 

But the darknefs of the night, the ftorm, and the miftake of 
the road, had effectually precluded all hopes of intelligence in 
the approach to the houfe ; and the celerity with which the fu- 
gitives parfued their journey to London, rendered it equally im- 
poffible to gain the leaft information on the road which led to 
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the metropolis ; fo that both the mafter and his fcout returned 
at midnight, without having made the {malleft progrefs to a 
difcovery either of the name or perfon of. the ravifher, or his 
route, ches he had poffeffed himfelf of the lady. 


[To be continued.) 





On HUMANITY ¢o BRUTES, and the BARBARITY of 
THROWING AT COCKS. 


T is greatly to be lamented, that there fhould be fo much oc- 
I cafion to condemn the behaviour of many parents who neg- 
Jedi to inftruét their children in the duty of mercy to brutes. (a) 
And there is reafon to believe, that in many cafes where the 
peace of families has been difturbed by the undutifulnefs and 
obftinacy of children, the parents have contributed greatly to 
it, by not reneneing their children, in time, from aéts of wan- 
ton cruelty to birds and infects. Such indulgence roots out 
from their once tender hearts every feeling of pity and com- 
paflion, and by fhutting their ears and hardening their hearts (2) 
againft the cries of fuffering animals, renders them alfo deaf 
to the voice of nature, til] at laft the unhappy parents find that 
their foolifth indulgence has taught their wretched children to 


(a) Cruelty to any thing that God has endued with feeling, is the 
worft depravity of human nature ; and it is always with inexpreffible 
concern that we fee the feeds-of this vice thoughtlefsly fown by unfeel- 
ing parents, nurfes, &c. and habits of barbarity rooted in the tempers of 
infants, by giving them little animale, birds, and infeéts, to play with and 
torment, by ie. of amufement. Thus they are early taught to make 
flight account of the lives or painful fenfations of fuch poor dumb fuf- 
ferers as have the misfortune to fallinto their hands: and hence we are 
not to wonder at the uaconcern with which, when grown up, they rob 
the innocent feathered tribe of their callow progeny, or bafely tie the 
{pirited cock, and, whichis ftill more favage, even the aa og puller, 
and the tender dove, to the flake, to be pelted piecemeal to death.— 
Monthly Review. 

(6) Hard-heartednets is always encouraged, zf not planted, inthe hearts 
of children, by fuffering them to exercife the moft.unprovoked and 
wanton aéts of cruelty on the innocent brute creation. The child ber 
gins thefe ats of cruelty without any confcioufnefs of giving pain; he 
delights only in the novelty of the contentions and cries of the as 
creature ; and proceeds in this unmeaning folly without rebuke, “till, 
at length, the praétics of wantonly tormenting becomes a ftrong and 
confirmed habit of amufement; and it is then too late to convince him 
of his error, by telling him that the creature fuffers pain; for his ha- 
bit is then become a palhon, which will probably be too {rong for his 

pity. 
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be as infenfible to a parent’s pain and tears, as to the pain and 
mifery of tormented, brutes. 

Cruelty is the firf fin we read of in fcripture after the fall of 
Adam, and, whilft it lurks in the heart, it lays a broad and 
deep foundation for every act of mifchief and injaftice. He 
who violates natare by any act of wanton cruelty, how trifling 
foever the objeét, can have no fear of God, no principle of 
juftice or honour, much lefs any fenfe of chriftianity ; and if 
there be any barbarous fport that is particularly difgraceful to 
chriftianity, it is throwing at cocks. 

Of all the various kinds of barbarity in which the wanton 
nefs of cruelty can be exercifed, none is more fcandalous, mean, 
and deteftable than. this. No other nation under Heaven prac- 
tices it but our own; and whence it took its rife I never could 
learn to my fatisfaction ; but the common account.is, that the 
crowing of a cock prevented fome of our forefathers, the Sax~ 
ons, from maffacring another part of our fore-fathers, the 
Danes, their conquerors, on the morning of a Shrove-Tuefday, 
whilft afleep in their beds. Now, if this account be true, we 
have very little reafon to continue the cuftom ; for many of 
us, in all probability, owe our beings to the prevention of that 
maffacre : And for others, it,can only ferve to fhew that they are 
the crue] and cowardly offspring of cruel and cowardly fore-fae 
thers. I fay cowardly, for cruelty is a fure mark of cowardice ; 
and how very great the cruelty I am {peaking of is, you who 
have feen the heavy blows given to one of thefe poor animals, at 
the ftake of torture, and-heard his piercing {creams ; who have 
feen his wings broken, his beak dropping blood, and his body 
finking, by flow degrees, in bitter anguifh to the ground, need 
not be told. Surely treatment like this, of a men defencelefs 
animal; an animal however brave by nature, and courageous 
even to death againft his equal, greatly refembles that cowardly 
bafenefs which tempted our Saxon forefathers to fteal filently to 
the chambers of their victorious enemies, and murder them fleep- 
ing in their beds, 

Nor is cowardice the only bafe quality with which we are 
chargeable for our national abufe of this creature. Was ita 
bird of rapine, had we been hurt, or feared being hurt by it, 

even 


pity. Early, therefore, fhould a child be made fenfible of the miferies 


of every creature that hath life, by teaching him the couneétion between 
the outward marks and the inward feelings of diftrefs ; for this alone 
will effectually caufe him to fympathize with the afflictions of bis fel- 
low-creatures ; and this fympathy, if properly cherifhed, will produce a 


benevolent difpofition in every inftance where the exertion of benevo- 
Jeace is neceflary.—Dr Brown, 
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even then erac/ty would be unjuftifiable. But té exercife cruelty 
on a creature that flies from the violence of others for protection 
toour roofs ; acredture which is more tniverfally ufeful to man 
than any of the feathered race, is abominably ungrateful ; and; 
if not ftupidly inconfiderate, audacioufly wicked. 

Be, therefore, ye who are parents and niafters of families, 
particularly careful to put an end to this moft barbarous prac~ 
tice. Neither prattice tt yourfelves, nor permit any under your 
influence todo it. Confider that this bloody cuftom is detefted 
and abhorred by the better fort of your countrymen ; confider 
the fhocking abufe of time in fuch employments ; ah abufe, fo 
much the more fhocking, as it is fhewn in tortmenting that very 
creature which feems intended for our rentembrancer to im- 
prove it; the creature whofe voice, hike a trumpet, fammioneth 
man forth to his labour in the mortiing, and admonifheth fim 
of the flight of his nee hours throughoor the day. 

Confider the mifchiefs which often Happen to the {pectators of 
this tumultuous barbarity, and which the world, and the fuf- 
feters own con{Ciences are apt to upbraid them with, as fo 
many joft judgments of Providence. Particularly, let thofe 
parents who are at expence to enable their children to aét as 
principals on thefe occafions, reflect on the bitter anguiff they 
matt feel fhould a child lofe an eye or a limb by thetr criminal 
indulgence. Let them alio confiderthat they encourage in 
their children an habit of gaming whith may end in poverty, 
and aw habit of cruelty which may end in marder ; that oaths, 
carfes, and blafphemies, make a great part of the language in 
fuch fcenes of cruelty; and, confequently, that by inffering 
their children to mix in them, they make a dangerous advance 
towatds hardening them in wickednefs. 

Every man, who has any proper notions of juftice, muft ac- 
knowedge, that if he were put to unneceflary and undeferved 
pain by another man, his tormenter would do him an a& of in- 
joftice. He muft alfo acknowledge, that, if he were to put 
another man to unneceffiry or undeferved pain, or to take ad 
vantage of his own greater ftrength or fortune to opprefs an 
inferior, the injuftice would be the fame in him ; becaufe it 
would be doing that to another which he is not willing thoald 
be done to himfelf. And, for the fame reafon, he will not 
torment or abufea brute (c) ; but will confider that the meaneft 
creature upon earth, if it be inno refpeét hurtful to him, has an 
equal right with himfelf to enjoy the bleffings of life; and 

that 


(¢) Tule the word Brute as ageneral terin for every creature inferior 
to man, whether beaft, bird, fifh, fly, or worm. 
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that wantonly to punifh or put to torture any animal, is to fn 
againft the great law of humanity, which extends to every crea- 
ture that hath the fame fenfe of pain which he has. And yet 
the many horrid inftances of cruelty prattifed by men, in al- 
moft all ranks of life, on the unhappy brates, without punifh- 
ment by the law, without much notice or reproof from the pul- 
pit (4), would almoft tempt one to think that a great part of 
mankind believed that cruelty to brutes was not an act of injul- 
tice. It is certain, however, that the cruelty of men to brutes 
is a greater act of injuftice than the cruelty of men to men. 

In the cafe of human cruelty, the opprefied mas has a tongue 
that can plead his caule, and a finger to point out the injerer; 
bur the fuffering brute can neither utter his complaints, nor 
defcribe the author of his wrongs.—lIn the cafe of human era, 
elty, there are courts of juftice, to which the injured man may 
appeal, and where punifament will be inflicted on the offender ; 
but, with fhame to man, and forrew for the brute, I ak, what 
laws are now ia force to refcue the wretched animal from moan- 
ing in unregarded forrow, and finking beneath the wanton cru- 
elty of his torturer? Man may, in various ways, be made 
amends for the injuries you have done him ; you know his 
wants, and may relieve him; you may give him clothes, or 
food, or money, and thus make him fome atonement. But if 
through paffion, or malice, or fportive cruelty, you have broken 
the limbs of a brute, or deprived him of his eye fight, how can 
you make him amends? You have leflened his means of get- 
ting fubfiftence, and will fcarcely take the trouble of providing 
it for him; which yet, by the law of juftice, you are obliged to 
do. You have deftroyed his earthly happinefs, which was b:: 
ALL ; have maimed or blinded him for ever, and dane him an 
injury which cannot be repaired, 

The lot of the fuffering brute therefore is truly pitiable; and 
the more pitiable his jot, the more bafe, barbarous, and xnju/?, 
in the man mutt every inftance of cruelty to him be. Burt it be- 
comes Chriftians further to confider whether mercy to brutes be 
not a duty commanded, and cruelty tothem a fin forbidden in the 
Holy Scriptures, the word of God, the common Father of the 
whole Creation, ‘* whofe mercy is over all his works.” 

The wife and good Law-giver of the World, the Lord of 
every Creature, has been pleafed to create animals of various 
kinds to aflift our weakneffes, and fupply our wants; and, te 


keep 
(d) The great frequency of thefe a&s of cruelty amongft us is, pre- 
babiy, owing toan opinionthat they are not criminal; aad this opinion 
feems to proceed from a neglett of the clergy in reprefenting them as 


fuch.—Sermon on Clemency to Brutes, 
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keep them in due fubjeétion to us, he has thought it good to 
deny to thofe animals the powers of reafon and fpeech, with 
which he has been pleafed to blefs and diftinguifh mankind. 
For our fervice God has been pleafed to create thefe ufeful ani- 
mals /arge and frrong, tame and tradable ; they are much in our 
power, and committed by the Father of every living Creature 
to our care, But the power prem to men over brutes cannot 
be a power to abufe or opprefs them. It is our duty to confider 
that their fervices to us, and dependence upon us, give them a 
claim to our attention and tendernefs : yet man, ungrateful man ! 
deaf to the voice of juftice, and hardened againft the feelings 
of compaffion, abufes his power over thefe poor creatures, be- 
caufe, for his fake, they are defencelefs and dumb, and have 
neither reafon to convince him of his injuftice, nor fpeech to 
utter their complaints. a 

But though man be cruel, God is righteous and merciful. 
To check our pride, to prevent the abufe of our power, and 
curb our paffions, he gracioufly condefcends to reafon and {peak 
for thofe who cannot reafon and {peak for themfelves ; and has 
given particular laws for the direction of our conduct towards 
thofe brates which are more immediately within our power, and 
therefore moft liable to fuffer by the abufe of it. 





LINES «written by a LADY, on the Ratification of the Peace. 


OW the noife of war no more 
Echoes round the Britith fhore ; 
Haughty chiefs no more engage 
A deftru€tive war to wage ; 
Peace waves her olive o’er each hoflile plain, 
Ambition fighs, and drops her airy claim. 


No more we hear the loud alarms 

Of Britons rafhing forth to arms, 

No more thofe harth difcordant founds 

Of dying groans and mortal wounds. 
No doleful news of gallant heroes flain, 
Or flaughter’d hofts, unburied on the plain. 


Now commerce lifts her drooping head, 

Again the fons of want are fed ; 

To diftant climes her gifts fhe’ll pour, 

And bleffings waft from fhore to fhore ; 
Aufpicious peace, we hail thy gentle {way, 
May Britons long thy facred laws obey. 


CURIOUS 
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CURIOUS STORY of a SETTING BITCH. 
[From Essays on HunTIna.] 


ALKING with a learned phyfician (a great connoifleur in 

pointing and fetting dogs) upon the fubjeé of puppies, 

he told the following marvellous tale of a bitch he had of the 
fetting kind :-— 

‘* As he travelled from Midhurft into Hamphhire, going through 
a country village, the maftiffs and cur dogs ran out barking, as 
is ufual when gentlemen ride by fuch places; among them he 
obferved a little ugly pedlar’s cur particularly eager and fond of 
ingratiating himfelf with the bitch. The doctor ftopped to 
water upon the fpot, and, whilft his horfe drank, could not help 
remarking how amorous the cur continued, and how fond-and 
courteous the bitch feemed to her admirer; but provoked in 
the end to fee a créature of Phillis’s rank and breed fo obfequi- 
ous to fuch mean addreffes, drew one of his piltols and fhot the 
dog dead on the fpot; then alighted, and taking the bitch into 
his arms, carried her before him many miles. — The doétor re- 
Jates farther, that madam, from that day, would eat little or no- 
thing : having, in a manner loft her appetite, fhe had little in- 
clination to go abroad with her matter, or come when he called ; 
but feemed to repine like acreature in love, and exprefs fenfible 
concern for the lofs of her gallant. 

‘* Partridge feafon came on, but the had no nofe; the doctor 
did not take the bird before her. However, in procefs of time 
Phillis waxed proud: the door was heartily glad of it, and 
phyfically apprehended it would be a means of weaning her 
from all thoughts of her deceafed admirer ; accordingly, he had 
her confined in due time, and warded by an admirable fetter of 
high blood, which the doctor galloped his grey ftone-horte forty 
miles an end to fetch for the purpofe; and, that no accident 
might happen from the careleffnefs of drunken, idle fervants, 
the charge was committed to a trufty old woman houfe-keeper ; 
and, as abfence from patients would permit, the doétor affidu- 
oufly attended the affair himfelf. But lo! when the day of 
whelping came, Phillis did not produce one puppy but what was, 
in all refpeéts, the very picture and colour of the poor dog he 
had fhot fo many months before the bitch was in heat, 

“ This affair not more furprized than enraged the dottor, 
For fometime he differed, almott to parting, with his old faith- 
ful houfe-keeper, being unjuftly jealous of her care. Such be- 
haviour before the never knew from him; but, alas! what re- 
medy ? 

You. I. 8. 2A «* He 
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«< He kept the bitch many years, yet, to his infinite con- 
cern, fhe never brought a litter but exaétly fimilar to the pedlar’s 
cur. He difpofed of het to a friend in a neighbouring county, 
but to no purpofe, the vixen ftill brought fuch puppies. Whence 
the doétor tenacioufly maintained, bitch and dog may fall paf- 
fionately in love with each other.” 

That fuch creatures, efpecially the female, may at particular 
times, like or prefer, I grant the doctor ; but how the impreffion 
of the dog, (admitting to favour him there was any) could oc. 
cafion fimilitude in the iffue of the bitch, and for a continuance 
of years after the dog’s death, nobody but the doétor is capable 
of defending, who to this day relates and juftifies the truth of 
every circumftance I have mentioned. 





Anfwer, by P. Stel, of Dorchefter, to F. 8.’s Rebus, inferted 
January 13. 
HE burning well you mean is near 
The town of WIGAN, Lancafhire. 


#1¢ We have received the like anfwer from M. Rowfe, of 
Withecombe ; and Agathos Pais, of ‘Taunton. 





4 QUESTION, by F. Whitcombe, of Plymouth. 


F a cafk in form of a cone’s fruftum be placed in fuch a man- 

ner that when the liquor juft covers the higheft extremity of 

the greater diameter it rofe to the top of the inclined fide, re- 

quired the quantity of liquor in the cafk in wine meafure, the 

difference of its top and bottom diametér being 20 inches, its 

— go inches, and its content, when full, 282,569 wine gal- 
one. 





4 QUESTION, by William Smith, Black-/mith, of Knacker’ ss 


hole, near Plymouth. 


Maltiter propofes to havea circular ciftern made of lead 
A that will contain 7 quarters of grain. The thicknefs of 
the lead is to be three-tenths of aa inch. He defires to know 
the weight of the ciftern, and the depth and diameter when they 
are fuch that the ciftern will take the leaft lead poffible. 

+$¢ The 
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§/§ Fhe foregoing isthe 232d queftion in Mr. Martin’s 
Magazine for the year 1759, and propofed by Mr. W. Chapton, 
of Hoxton, and anfwered in the fucceeding magazines, as Mr. 
Martin fays, by 14 different gentlemen, and only two of that 
number agree in the weight of the ciftern, which they make 
11C. 3qrs. glb. The propofer makes it 25 C. 3qrs. 7 1b. 
Should be glad to know if either of thefe is the juit weight of 
the ciftern ; if fo, I hope to fee it pointed out by a fuxionary 
procefs, as there is no anfweratJarge in any of Mr. Martin’s 


magazines that I have ever had the pleafure of feeing. 
W. SMITH. 





A QUESTION, by Agathos Pais, of Taunton. 


Lady of Taunton has had twelve children, and boafts that 
fhe fuckled them all herfelf, after the rate, as fhe fuppofes, 
of three pints of milk per day for the firft three months, and 
two pints and an half afterwards. She defires me to calculate the 
whole quantity from the following account :—The firft child was 
born on St. Prifcus’s day, 1768, and weaned on St. Lucian’s day, 
1769. The fecond was born on St. Agnes, 1769, and weaned on 
St. Fabian,1770. The third was bornon St. Agatha, 1770, and 
weaned on St. Blafius,1771. The fourth was born on Sr. Per- 
etua, 1771, and weaned on St. Chad, 1772. The fifth was 
es on St. Margaret, 1772, and weaned on St. Alban, 1773.0 
The fixth was born on St. Mary Magdalen, 1773, and weaned 
on St. Swithin, 1774. The feventh was born on St. Anne, 
1774, and weaned on St. Lawrence, 1775. ‘The eighth was 
born on St. Faith, 1775, and weaned on St. Remigius, 1776. 
The ninth was born on St. Ethelreda, 1776, and weaned on Sr. 
Dennis, 1777. The tenth was born on St. Cecilia, 1777, and 
weaned on St. Leonard, 1778. ‘The eleventh was born on Sr, 
Catharine, 1778, and weaned on St. Britius, 1779. ‘The 
uwelfth was born on St. Lucy, 1779, and weaned on Sr. Silvef- 
ter, 1782. 

It looks from thefe calendered faints as though the lady was a 
devotee of the church of Rome; but, if fo, [ am willing to 
oblige her, becaufe her eldeit daughter, who is about my age, 
propofes to teach me French, if { will teach her Greek,— 
Quere. Will any brother fcribbler calculate the quantity of 
milk, and from thence tell how many hogtheads of good ale this 
lady drank during the time of her motherly nourithing her chil- 
dren, reckoning a pint and an half, of beer mealure, to produce 
one pint of milk, wine meafure? 

2A2 To 

















188 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 





T’o the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


SIR, 
EING employed to take an alphabetical lift of the parifhes in 


Somerfet, I had recourfe to the new map; but the egregious 
blunders in fpelling of names induced me examine Strachey’s 
old map, the errors of which I found were preferved in the new 
one, through the inattention of the furveyor. ‘To remedy this 
evil, Iconfulted the Biographia Britannica, and the Compleat 
Hittory of Somerfet, printed at Sherborne in the year 1742 ; but 
not receiving fatisfaction, | was furnifhed with E¢ton’s Thetaurus*, 
which I foon found partook of the common error, and was theres 
upon recommended to the Nomina Villarum in Goddard’s Seffion 
Rolls, as the ftandard from which we can make no appeal. How- 
ever I am not fatisfied with either of thefe authorities, and have 
therefore fent you a lift of a few parifhes in Somerfet, which I 
humbly apprehend are according to thetrue fpelling. Your in- 
ferting them in a new drefs is a novelty that will pleafe many of 
your readers, and particularly oblige 

Your conftant Correfpondent, 


AGATHOS PAIS. 





1. Three-fevenths of an idle loofe woman, the moiety of a 
male hog, and Chellterfield’s foft term for the rude. 

z. Three fourths of a difappointment, a kitchen utenfil omit- 
ting a letter, and a name given to a corporation town. 

3- A carpenter’s tool‘ two-thirds of a hard Englith wood, and 
five-fixths of a {mall ciftern. 

4- Two-fixths of an hieroglyphical device, two-fifths of a 
blockhead, three-fourths, of the traverfe of an army, and two- 
fifths of an immaterial being. 

5- A plant frequent on hilly barren ground, a moiety of the 
north wind, and four-fifths of branch of a tree. 

6. The wood of afmall nut tree, three-fourths of a gun’s ca- 
vity, and four-fixths of a particle. 

7- The moiety of a term to disjoint, three-fifths of a mineral 
fait, and four-fixths of the chief implement of hufbandry. 


* Eéton, in quarto, now fells for two guineas. Quere. Will any gen- 
tleman find paper and printing if a_perfon of Icifure can be found to give 
th: public a better edition in oftavo for five fhillings? 

: An 
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8. An orderly range of men or things, three-fifths of a 
‘ French dance, and four-fixths of an engine ufed by bookbinders. 
. The ocean, tobe brought into the world, omitting a letter, 
and four-fifths of an affition which arifes from an obitruction 
in the lungs. 
10. Three-fevenths of a mufical inftrument, a confonant, half 
of awherry, and a term for uneven. 
11. Four-fixths of the higheit part of mufic, and fix-eighths of 
a particle. 








A REBUS, /y S. M. O. of Shaftefoury. 


HAT place’s name where righteous men refort 
When from this world they happily depart ; 
An Englith city long for commerce fam’d ; 
A beaft courageous muft, dear Sirs, be nam’d; 
The hill where Paris fed his father’s flocks, 
*Midft craggy iteeps and wild ftupendous rocks ; 
A bird that’s hooting on yon diftant tower, 
Who fleeps all day in fome fecluded bower ; 
And laft of all, dear Sirs, I’d have you fee 
The only fon of chafte Penelope. 
Shew the initials, join them right and true, 
A hero then there will appear in view, 
Who did a fortrefs for his country fave, 
And fhew’d our foes that Britons ftillare brave ; 
And though furrounded by infulting bands, 
Britannia ftill victorious ever ftands. 





An ENIGMA, by F. Hodge, of Wells. 


HE greateft benefit that e’er was found 
On this terreftial globe, fearch it all round, 

I’m the fore-runner of ;—for without me 
There ne’er could be on earth felicity. 
Like John the Baptift, who appear’d on earth, 
To intimate our great Meffiah’s birth, 
So I am feen preparing every day 
Jnto the world my noble matter’s way, 
Yet though I caufe this general good to all 
I am defpifed beth by great and {mall ; 
And could I but be caught, | fhould at times 
Be punith’d like a robber for my crimes : 
But I thank fate that I no fubltance have, 
And therefore never can be made a flave. 
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ELL war avaunt ! thou bane of every good ! 
F Plunder and rapine are thy daily food ; 
‘by joys voracious have ten thoufands flain ; 

Wilt thou, curft tyrant! thirft for blood again ? 
Know this,—mild peace fhall rob thee of thy pow’r, 
And on fair Albion wonted bleffings fhower. 

Peace thall bind thy cruel hand ; 

Bid thee quit cur weary land ; 

Banifh thee, deftructive foe! 

Caufe of orphans, widows woe ! 

Peace, foft harbinger of joy ! 

Shall thy haughty wiles deftroy. 


Welcome, fweet peace! to thee all hail be given ! 
Long with’d for comfort ! meflenger from heav’n ! 
Pleas’d with thy birth, thy nurfe, compaffion, {mil’d, 
And pity owns thee her beloved child : 
We all embrace thee now with eager arms, 
Admire thy beauty, and adore thy charms! 

Infpir’d by thee, the mutes {mile, 

And welcome thee to Britain’s ifle ; 

In cheerful ftrains again they fing 

“* Happy people! happy king ! 

** Lovely peace with us remain, 

** Wnhilft the race of George thall reign.” 


Commerce now fhall raiie her drooping head ; 
Again be cherifh’d in thy downy bed : 
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The thrifty merchant fhall new fchemes purfue ; 
With climes remote loft friendfhip fhall renew : 
The hufbandman fhall whiftle o’er the land, 
Nor dread the blaft of war’s devouring hand. 
Now fhall flourifh arts and trade ; 
Peace and plenty make us glad ; 
We, with thankfulnefs to heav’n, 
Shall confefs the blefling giv’n ; 
In our hearts fhall never ceafe, 
Gratitude for thee, {weet peace. 


M. APPLIN. 
Wimborne, Dorfet, January 26, 1783. 
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STREPHON’s COMPLAINT. 
By Damon, of Exeter. 


y* purling ftreams that gently flow, 
Reflecting airs that foftly blow ; 
Ye feather’d race that fweetly fing, 
And welcome in the blooming fpring ; 
Along with me the lofs bemoan, 

For Celia, lovely Celia’s gone ! 

Her fhape is faultlefs, pure her mind, 
With meeknefs and good-nature join’d ; 
Her face agreeable and fair ; 

Her {kin incomparably clear ; 

Her auburn locks in ringlets flow, 

Which charms on various charms beftow ; 
With floes her dazzling eyes might vie ; 

Her lips, the fragrant rofes die ; 

Her form was caft in beauty’s mould, 

And ’mongft th’ all. conq’ring nymphs enroll’d. 

But now fhe’s fled lament ye groves, 
The fcenes of our once happy loves; 
With me ye flow’ry meadows mourn, 
Sweet echo will your fighs return ; 

And hill and valley, too, lament 

The caufe of Strephon’s difcontent ; 

Till you, the lovely Celia, move 

To freely grant him love for love. 

de 
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An INVITATION /ivom a GENTLEMAN iz the Country 


to bis FRIEND at Baru. 
EAR Frank,—a full half year is paft, 


Since at my board I faw you lat; 
And, truly, I begin to fear 
Your abfence may complete a year; 
Which to prevent, I fend this letter, 
Defiring you’ll confider better, 
And—no excufes—take a ride, 
And make one at our fire-fide. 
But flop,—i hear you fpeak in wrath, 
*€ What! go to country fcenes—from Bath ! 
s*¢ Why, furely Ned has loft his reafon ! 
«¢ Quit Bath !—and in the very feafon ! 
«« In fummer, why, the thing might do, 
«* The country then may pleafe, ’tis true ; 
«* But now, what charms can pleafe the fight, 
** O’er all the broad expanfeof white? 
«« No hedge-row green, or fmiling hill, 
‘© And all your feather’d fongfters ftill !” 
All this is true, my captious friend, 
But then we'll ftrive the cafe to mend :— 
The abfent fun you’ll not require 
When once you fee my roaring fire, 
Which in thefe cold December days, 
Shall welcome you with double blaze ; 
And by the fide an empty chair 
With open arms expects vou there, 
Enchanting fcenes, to glad your eyes, 
In landfcapes round my bow! arife, 
Where you fhall quaff a purling ftream 
Exceeding thofe in fancy’s dream. 
What though no larks or throttles fing, 
To charm the ear, asin the {pring ; 
Yet fure my little Sukey’s lay 
Can match the {weeteit of the fpray. 
And though at Bath of wits yu boaft, 
Ican produce as good, almott ; 
Your Anity, with his humour keen, 
My Prior may fupply, I ween ; 
if Cla’rton’s rector you regret, 
Take Sheuftone ;—I have got a fet ; 
Or if mere folly you can read, 
Here’s D’Urtey tor your Invalid. 
Now all objeétions anfwer’d fee, 
So mount ycur fteed and fly to we. 
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